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(Continued from page 6) 


The court also noted that a comment to 
Restatement section 51(2) was directly analogous 
to the facts alleged in this case, in which a non- 
client was invited to rely on a lawyer’s legal ser- 
vices: “For example, if the seller’s lawyer at a 
real-estate closing offers to record the deed for 
the buyer, the lawyer is subject to liability to the 
buyer for negligence in doing so, even if the 
buyer did not thereby become a client of the 
lawyer.” Restatement §51(2) comment e. In this 
case, the court found that the debtor’s attorney 


agreed to prepare and file security documents 
for the creditor’s benefit. 


Accordingly, the court concluded that if the 
facts alleged in the complaint are found to be 
true, Quarles & Brady owed a duty of care to 
the Kremsers in preparing and filing the securi- 
ty documents. In reversing the trial court and 
remanding for further proceedings, the court 
held that if Quarles & Brady negligently pre- 
pared and filed the documents, it could be liable 
to the Kremsers. 





